
Development of 3rd set of Draft Amendments to CAN/CGSB 32.310 and CAN/CGSB 32.311 (“part 2”)

Note : Proposed deletions are in strikethrough format and proposed wording is underlined.

1. PSL Working Group

1.1 WL # 20: Compost

Composting refers to the carefully managed process whereby organic substances are thermophilically digested. Compost piles on-farm shall:

(i) reach a temperature of 55°C (130°F) for a period of several days. The compost piles must be mixed or managed to ensure that all of the feedstock heats to the required temperature for the minimum time.

or

(ii) meet CCME (Canadian Council of Ministers of the Environment) and BNQ (Bureau de Normalization du Quebec) compost quality guideline limits for acceptable levels (MPN/g total solids) of human pathogens.

Compost failing to meet these requirements must not be applied closer to crop harvest than that outlined for application of raw manures in section 5.5.5.3 of CAN/CGSB 32.310 Organic Production Systems – General Principles and Management Standards.
Written documentation of the source of off-farm substances (composting feedstocks) is required and requirements as set out in par. 5.5.1 of CAN/CGSB 32.310 Organic Production Systems – General Principles and Management Standards apply. Acceptable feedstocks include animal manure, by-products of the processing of agricultural products, and source-separated yard debris. The following are prohibited in compost: sewage sludge, synthetically fortified compost starter, glossy paper, waxed cardboard, and coloured ink. Other feedstocks derived from industrial processing (e.g. abattoir waste, yeast fermentation waste, whey, hatchery waste, fish-farm waste, mushroom compost, and paper and wood industry by-products) shall require documentation to verify absence of contamination by substances prohibited in this standard. 

Compost obtained from off-farm sources must meet the criteria for composting feedstocks outlined in paragraph 2 above, and, 

(i) shall not exceed the maximum acceptable contents of trace contaminants (in mg/kg) and foreign matter outlined for unrestricted use (Category A) compost according to CCME/BNQ compost quality guidelines, and 

(ii) shall not cause a build-up of heavy metals in soil over repeated applications and

(iii) must meet CCME/BNQ criteria for acceptable levels (MPN/g total solids) of human pathogens.

Compost tea: Compost shall be made from substances that meet the above compost standards. See definition for Compost Tea in section 3 of CAN/CGSB-32.310. 

See Microbial products for information on compost starters. 

1.2 WL # 24: Worm Castings

Allowed if made from organic manure. Compost made from non-organic manure by worms shall be demonstrated to be free of antibiotics.

Requirements on acceptable feedstuffs and documentation of the sources of off-farm substances for Compost apply.

Rationale

In response to the comment that said: “This annotation is unclear and too strict. The other annotations do not require that compost be free of antibiotics.”

1.3 WL # 18: Ash, replace proposed levels with reference to BNQ (re: Compost)

Ash from plant and animal sources only. Ash from burning minerals, manure, coloured paper, plastics, or other synthetic substances is prohibited. Ash obtained from off-farm source shall not exceed the following maximum acceptable contents of trace contaminants (in mg/kg) ; Arsenic: 13; Cadmium: 3.0; Chromium: 210; Copper: 400; Lead: 150; Mercury: 0.80. meet BNQ (Bureau de Normalization du Quebec) ash quality guideline limits (category C1) for acceptable levels (in mg/kg) of arsenic, cadmium, chromium, copper, lead and mercury. Shall not cause build-up of heavy metals in soil over repeated applications.

1.4 WL # : Plants (vegetative) by-products
Plant (vegetative) by-products. Those derived from natural substances without the addition of chemically synthesized substances or chemical treatment. Organic sources shall be used unless commercially unavailable.
Plants and plants by-products: Includes plant preparations of aquatic or terrestrial plants or parts of plants, such as cover crops, green manures, crop wastes, hay, leaves and straw. Parts of plants used as soil amendments and foliar feeds are permitted. Crop wastes that potentially contain significant levels of pesticide contaminants are prohibited. Chemically synthesized substances or chemical treatments shall not be used when processing plant by-products.

Rationale

In response to the comment that the phrase “natural substances” is too vague in the annotation for “Plant (vegetative) by-products”, this annotation and the annotation for “Plants” were both reviewed to remove inconsistency. Sources that are currently allowed under “Plants” should also be allowed under “Plant by-products”. To avoid inconsistency, the two listings were merged. Restrictions on “Plant by-products” related to the prohibition of chemical treatments was reworded and included in the last (underlined) sentence of the proposed annotation.   

FWL: The annotation likely prohibits a number of by-products of conventional food processing that are accepted by some organic standards (e.g.: oilseed meals, grape and apple pomace, stillage, and cocoa bean hulls).

2. Processing Working Group

2.1 Work List # 29: Labelling and Claims

New subsection “8.2 Composition of the product” + renumbering of current 8.2 and 8.4)

8. PREPARATION AND HANDLING OF ORGANIC PRODUCTS

8.1 Integrity — The major objective of an organic system is to maintain the inherent organic qualities of the product from production, preparation, storage, handling and labelling, to point of sale. Throughout the preparation and handling, the integrity of organic products is maintained by using techniques appropriate to the specific ingredients and limiting the degree of refinement while minimizing the use of food additives and processing aids. Ionizing radiation shall not be used on organic products for pest control, food preservation, and elimination of pathogens or sanitation.

8.1.1 Processors importing organic ingredients shall ensure that the ingredients meet this standard.

8.1.2 By way of derogation to par. 8.1.1, the following will apply:

a.
If the end product is destined for export only, the ingredients need not meet this standard.

b.
If an organic ingredient is not produced in Canada, imported ingredients not meeting this standard that are certified by a certification body recognized by the Canadian competent authority are acceptable. Certification must be based on an organic standard approved by a government authority or by using a set of specifications approved by the Canadian competent authority.

Note:  There will be further discussion on this proposed 8.1.1 and informative note at the Processing WG meeting on April 1, 08 evening.

8.1.1 Recognizing the general principles for organic practices as laid out in the introduction to this standard, products which cannot be commercially grown in Canada need not meet the requirements of this standard.

8.1.1 Organic products, which are not commercially grown in Canada in any season, shall not disregard the general principles for organic practices as laid out in the introduction of this Standard. 


Informative note: In Canada, imported products not meeting this standard must be certified by a certification body recognized by the Canadian competent authority or to an organic standard approved by a government authority or to a set of specifications approved by the Canadian competent authority.
8.2 Composition of the product

Note: For this WL item, proposed 8.2.1 to 8.2.7 are new even though they are not underlined. Part of the wording comes from Section 10. Rationale for the changes is in the Annex of this document.

8.2.1 The percentage of all organically produced ingredients in an organic product shall be calculated by the following: 

a.
Solid Products: Divide the total net mass (excluding water and salt) of combined organic ingredients in the formulation or finished product, whichever is more relevant, by the total mass (excluding water and salt) of all ingredients. 

b.
Liquid Products: Divide the fluid volume of all organic ingredients (excluding water and salt) by the fluid volume of all ingredients (excluding water and salt) if the product and ingredients are liquid. If the liquid product is identified on the principal display panel as being reconstituted from concentrates or by similar phrases, the calculation shall be made using single-strength concentrations of the ingredients or finished product. 

c.
Solid Products and Liquid Products: Divide the combined mass of solid organic ingredients and the mass of the liquid organic ingredients (excluding water and salt) by the total mass (excluding water and salt) of all ingredients in the finished product. 

8.2.2 The percentage of all organically produced ingredients in an organic product shall be rounded down to the nearest whole number. 

8.2.3 When an organic product contains 95% or more organic ingredients, a maximum of 5% non-organic ingredients may be used only if not commercially available in an organic form, and the cost of organic ingredient(s) is not to be used as a criterion for commercially available.

8.2.4 When an organic product contains less than 95% organic ingredients, non-organic ingredients may be used.

8.2.5 The product is free of any ingredient of non-agricultural origin not listed in CAN/CGSB-32.311 

(Rationale: comes from 10.3c) 

8.2.5 Both the non-organic and organic form of an ingredient shall not be used.

8.2.6 All non-organic ingredients of agricultural origin are subject to the requirements of par. 1.8.1a and par. 1.8.1h. 

8.2.7 The product is shall be free of any ingredient of non-agricultural origin not listed in CAN/CGSB-32.311 

(Rationale: comes from 10.3c) 

8.3 Processing and Handling

8.3.1 Processing methods shall be mechanical, physical or biological (e.g. fermentation and smoking) and shall minimize the use of non-agricultural ingredients, food additives and processing aids in CAN/CGSB-32.311 Organic Production Systems – Permitted Substances Lists.

8.3.2 Food additives and Processing aids shall be of organic origin, wherever possible, or in accordance with par. 11.2.4 and par. 6.6 of CAN/CGSB-32.311.

(Rationale: Food additive are already covered in 8.2.3 and 8.2.5)

Other option: 

8.3.2 Processing aids shall be of organic origin, wherever possible and when commercially available, or in accordance with table par. 6.6 of CAN/CGSB-32.311.

8.3.3 All non-organic processing aids of agricultural origin are subject to the requirements of par. 1.8.1a and par. 1.8.1h.

8.3.3 8.3.4 Under review – waiting for a final decision on Section 11

8.3.4 8.3.5 No change

8.3.5 8.3.6  No change

8.3.6 8.3.7  See proposal in the document on “Cleaners”

8.3.8  See proposal in the document on “Cleaners”

8.3.7 8.3.9 No change 

8.3.8 8.3.10 No change

8.3.9 8.3.11 No change
8.2 8.4 Pest Management

Some changes in this section are being balloted (Nov 07)

8.4 8.5 Transportation

Changes to par. 8.4.2 and 8.4.3 were discussed elsewhere.

Annex – Deletion of Section 10 in the Standards

How to read this section of the document:

- All text in “Time New Roman” format is currently in the 2006 Standards



- When the paragraph is in “Strikethrough” format, it is completely removed from the Standards 

- When the paragraph is not in “Strikethrough” format, the paragraph is moved (with or without rewording) to section 8 as described in the Rationale.

10. LABELLING AND CLAIMS 

10.1
Products identified as being produced under an organic production system conforming to this standard may, for labelling purposes, use the terms organic, organically grown, organically raised, organically produced, or words of similar intent including diminutives as well as the symbols for, alternative spellings of, word sets of, and phonetic renderings of these words. 

Rationale: This paragraph cannot stay in the Standards as per CFIA’s request, but the intent of this paragraph has to be addressed in the Regulations.

10.2
The labelling and claims of unprocessed plants and plant products, livestock and livestock products shall refer to organic production methods only where 

a. such indications clearly show that they relate to a method of agricultural production; 

b. the product was produced in accordance with this standard; 

c. the product was produced or imported by an operator who is certified in compliance with this standard; 

d. the labelling refers to the name of the certification body that governs the operator of the production or the most recent preparation (processing, packaging and labelling) operation. 

Rationale: These paragraphs cannot stay in the Standards as per CFIA’s request, but the intent of this paragraph has to be addressed in the Regulations. Note: the regulations do not required that an importer be certified.

10.3
The labelling and claims of processed agricultural crop and livestock products intended for human consumption (par. 10.1) shall refer to organic production methods only where 

a. such indications clearly show that they relate to an organic method of agricultural production and are linked with the name of the organic product in question, unless this information is clearly given in the list of ingredients; 

Rationale: This paragraph cannot stay in the Standards as per CFIA’s request, but the intent of this paragraph has to be addressed in the Regulations. End of the sentence means that name of each ingredient be described as "organic' in the ingredient list, unless it is so described elsewhere.  
b. all the ingredients of agricultural origin of the product are, or are derived from, products conforming to this standard, except in cases of labelling claims of less than 95% organic ingredients, as in par. 10.7.3; 

Rationale: this paragraph contradicts 10.7.1b. We went with 10.7.1b which reflects better the current practice. See proposed 8.2.3. 

c. the product is free of any ingredient of non-agricultural origin not listed in CAN/CGSB-32.311; 

d. the product does not contain both the non-organic and organic form of an ingredient;

e. the product or its ingredients have not been subjected during preparation to treatments involving the use of ionizing radiation or substances not listed in CAN/CGSB-32.311; 

Rationale: For paragraphs c, d and e; see proposed 8.2.5, 8.2.6 and 8.2.7 respectively. 10.3.e is too restrictive by comparison with EU and NOP. Non-organic ingredients should not be subject to the “32.311” restriction. 

f. the product was prepared or imported by a certified operator; 

g. the labelling refers to the name of the certification body that certified the operator of the production or the most recent preparation (processing, packaging and labelling) operation. 

Rationale: 10.3 f and g cannot stay in the Standards as per CFIA’s request, but the intent of this paragraph has to be addressed in the Regulations. Note: the Regulations do not require that the importer be certified.

10.4
The percentage of all organically produced ingredients in an organic product that is sold, labelled or represented as organic or that includes organic ingredients, in accordance with this standard, shall be calculated by the following: 

a. Solid Products: Divide the total net mass (excluding water and salt) of combined organic ingredients in the formulation or finished product, whichever is more relevant, by the total mass (excluding water and salt) of all ingredients. 

b. Liquid Products: Divide the fluid volume of all organic ingredients (excluding water and salt) by the fluid volume of all ingredients (excluding water and salt) if the product and ingredients are liquid. If the liquid product is identified on the principal display panel as being reconstituted from concentrates or by similar phrases, the calculation shall be made using single-strength concentrations of the ingredients or finished product. 

c. Solid Products and Liquid Products: Divide the combined mass of solid organic ingredients and the mass of the liquid organic ingredients (excluding water and salt) by the total mass (excluding water and salt) of all ingredients in the finished product. 

10.5
The percentage of all organically produced ingredients in an organic product shall be rounded down to the nearest whole number. 

Rationale: see proposed 8.2.1 and 8.2.2.

10.6
The total percentage of organically produced ingredients shall be determined by the operator who prepares the product and affixes the label on the consumer package and whose work has been verified by the certification body. In determining the percentage, the operator may use information provided by the organic operation that initially prepared the product. 

Rationale: This paragraph cannot stay in the Standards as per CFIA’s request, but the intent of this paragraph has to be addressed in the Regulations.

10.7 Percentage of Organic Ingredients in a Multi‑ingredient Product 

10.7.1
The use of the term organic, and similar terms having the same meaning, is permitted on the principal display panel of a product, provided that 

Rationale: This paragraph cannot stay in the Standards as per CFIA’s request, but the intent of this paragraph has to be addressed in the Regulations.

a. 95% or more (by mass or fluid volume, excluding water and salt) of the ingredients are obtained from sources of organic production in accordance with this standard; 

Rationale: see proposed 8.2.3 (major change, now paragraph says organic ingredient and no longer refers to “in accordance with this standard”).

b. the non-organic ingredients are allowed for use to within a maximum level of 5% (by mass or fluid volume, excluding water and salt) of the total ingredients in the final product if they are not commercially available in an organic form, and the cost of organic ingredient(s) is not to be used as a criterion for commercially available.

Rationale: see proposed 8.2.3 (Note this paragraph contradicts 10.3b and the proposal in 8.2.3 is based on 10.7.1b which reflects better the current practice).

10.7.2 All organic ingredients contained in the final composition of a product certified by a certification body shall have also been certified. 

10.7.3 Products containing 70 to 95% or more (by mass or fluid volume, excluding water and salt) of agricultural ingredients that are organic in accordance with this standard shall be labelled on the principal display panel as “Contains X % organic” (specify the ingredients), where the actual organic ingredient is in accordance with this standard. 

10.7.4 Only products containing 70% or more of organic ingredients shall be eligible for certification. 

10.7.5
Products containing less than 70% (by mass or fluid volume, excluding water and salt) of agricultural ingredients that are organic in accordance with this standard may have the organic ingredients labelled organic in the list of ingredients. 

10.8
The name (corporate name) of the certification body shall be inscribed on the packaging in a clear, visible way for every certified product bearing a label that mentions the terms organic or made with organic ingredients. Any reference on a product’s label that suggests the product was certified (e.g. certified organic or certified by a third party) is prohibited unless the product has been certified by a certification body whose name has been printed on the label. 

Rationale: These paragraphs cannot stay in the Standards as per CFIA’s request, but the intent of this paragraph has to be addressed in the Regulations.

10.9
Products containing less than 70% of organic ingredients must be subject to audit by a certification body. The labels of such products must not make any organic claims except in the list of ingredients. 

Labelling is regulated, but the audit is not required in the Regulations.
�Rationale for this option: The 2006 Standards allow the use of non-organic agricultural ingredients if the organic form is not commercially available, but they do not allow the use of these same non-organic “ingredients” if the organic form is not commercially available and they are used as processing aids, unless the non-organic form is explicitly allowed in table 6.6. 
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