
Development of 3rd set of Draft Amendments to CAN/CGSB 32.310 and CAN/CGSB 32.311

Note : Proposed deletions are in strikethrough format and proposed wording is underlined.

1. General issues

1.1 WL # 36: Definitions and Terminology, “Sewage sludge”

Sewage Sludge (Boues d’épuration)

A solid, liquid or semisolid material typically formed as a precipitate from wastewater treatment the treatment of liquid and solid human domestic waste, among other compounds, and which is accumulated predominantly in municipal and/or industrial sewage treatment facilities, sewers and drains. Sewage sludge includes, but is not limited to, domestic septage; scum or solids removed in primary, secondary or advanced wastewater treatment processes; or material derived from sewage sludge. Sewage sludge does not include ash generated during the firing of sewage sludge in a sewage sludge incinerator, or grit and screenings generated during preliminary treatment of domestic sewage in treatment facilities.
Rationale

The proposed wording brings the first sentence of the Canadian standard definition into agreement with the Quebec standard definition. The second sentence, which specifies possible materials within the definition and maintains linkages to the NOP definition, has been maintained. The final sentence, which derives from the NOP but is inappropriate for inclusion in the Canadian standard, has been removed, as such materials should be prohibited from organic agriculture.

The original wording was based on the NOP, which borrowed its definition from existing US regulatory definitions for “Sewage Sludge”. The existing US definition excludes ash, grit or screenings; however these materials are prohibited for organic production elsewhere in the NOP. 

The Quebec language is appropriate for the Canadian standard, as it does not have this exclusion.  

“Sewage Sludge or Bio-Solids (Boues d’épuration) A semisolid material typically formed as a precipitate from wastewater treatment, which is predominantly accumulated in municipal and/or industrial sewage treatment facilities, sewers and drains. 

1.2 New paragraph 9.1

9. Emergency Pest or Disease Treatment

9.1 Operators shall monitor their establishments for the application of a substance prohibited by par. 1.8.1 due to any federal or provincial governmental program for the treatment of pests and diseases.

Informative Note: In the event of an emergency pest or disease treatment, the reader should be aware that the operator may be required to immediately notify the certifying body responsible for ascertaining that the establishment meets the conditions and requirements of this Standard and that organic products and/or operations may lose organic status and/or a transition period may be required.
9.1 When a prohibited substance is applied on an establishment because of a federal or provincial emergency program for the treatment of pests and diseases and when the establishment otherwise meets the requirements of this standard, the organic status shall not be affected provided the operator complies with the following conditions: 

a.
Any treated harvested crop or plant part shall not be sold, labelled or represented as organically produced. 

b.
Any livestock treated or any products derived from such treated livestock, shall not be sold, labelled or represented as organically produced with the exception of 

i. milk or milk products produced more than 12 months after the last date that the dairy animal was treated with a prohibited substance; 

ii. the offspring of gestating mammalian breeder stock treated with a prohibited substance shall be considered organic if the breeder stock was not in the last third of gestation on the date that the breeder stock was treated with the prohibited substance. 

Rationale

The Committee on Organic Agriculture at the November 2007 CGSB meeting was not in agreement on whether this paragraph should remain in the standard, because of its quasi-regulatory nature. Additionally, it is too contentious to determine in advance the proper protocol for dealing with emergency applications of prohibited substances, without knowing the specifics of each situation. The normative standard cannot refer to the certifying body. However, the informative note indicates that notice should be sent to the certifying body immediately so that it may review the organic integrity of the establishment

1.3 Delete “Certification body” definition as per SCC’s request 

Records (Registres) Any information in written, visual or electronic form that documents the activities undertaken by a producer, or a person engaged in the preparation of organic products, or a certification body in accordance with this standard. 

Rationale

Forgot to review this paragraph when it was agreed to get rid of the definition of Certification body at the November 2007 meeting.

1.4 Delete “Certified Organic” definition as per CFIA’s request

Certified Organic (Certifié biologique)

A designation that attests compliance with this standard.

Livestock WG will propose something for 6.7.9 b v

10.8 will be deleted

7.1.14.3 Comb foundation shall be obtained from beeswax of the enterprise apiary or from other organic sources certified in accordance with this standard, where commercially available.

8.4.3 The party owning the product at the point of transport shall be responsible for maintaining the organic integrity in the transport process unless transport operations are certified in their own capacity. Organic product integrity shall not be compromised during transportation.  Documentation shall be obtained to provide assurance that conditions meet the requirements of this standard.

Informative Note: The party owning the product at the point of transport is responsible for maintaining the organic integrity in the transport process unless transport operations are certified in their own capacity.

1.5 Commercially Available (Offert sur le marché)

Commercially Available (Offert Disponible sur le marché)

Offert Disponible sur le marché (Commercially Available)

The following items in the French version of the Standards will be reviewed accordingly : 

(32.310 par. 5.3.2.1; 7.1.8.1; 7.1.14.3; section 8)

(32.311 Table 4.2 : Farine de luzerne et luzerne granulée; Mélasse; Sous-produits végétaux; Tourteau de soja. Table 4.4 : Vinaigre; Table 5.2 : Mélasse; Tableau 5.3 : Colostrum; Vitamines naturelles; 6.1b; Tableau 6.4.1 : Acide ascorbique synthétique; Glycérides (mono et diglycérides); Table 6.6 : Blanc d’œuf).

1.6 Wrong reference to 1.8. 

7.1.11.5 Synthetic materials in bee smokers are prohibited in accordance with par. 1.8.1.

Rationale

It is 1.8.1 not 1.8.

1.7 WL # 65 Labelling produce

Comment

Concerned with the issue of labelling produce, in particular bulk organic product.

Response to comment

This is not a Standards issue.

1.8 Delete reference to labelling as per CFIA’s request

4.4.3 An identification system shall be provided for distinguishing organic and non-organic crops, and livestock (e.g. general appearance, colour, variety and types), and their products and labels. 

2. PSL Working Group

2.1 WL # 7: References to Act-Regulations in 32.311

See Annex 1

2.2 Substances in Matrix

Excel file. In this order:  Subgroup A – B – C and D.

2.3 WL # 40: With organic ingredients

Comment

The general principles and management standards make no reference to prohibited intrants in products with 95% or more organic ingredients. 

Response to the comment

The Organic Products Regulations do not have any provisions for restricting the labelling claims on products that would contain more than 95% organic ingredients as well as substances that are not allowed in such products. Therefore, the substances listed in table 6.5 can only be used in products that contain between 70 and 95% organic ingredients.

In reference to CFIA’s request to remove all references to labelling in the Standards, it is proposed to make the following changes:

6.1 c.
“With Organic Ingredients” — Substances prohibited in products that contains 95% or more organic ingredients.  labelled “organic” but allowed in food products labelled “contains x% organic ingredients.” 

6.5
With Organic Ingredients

(Substances only permitted when the product contains less than 95% organic ingredients)

	Common Name(s)
	Origin and Usage 

	Magnesium carbonate
	For use only in agricultural products labelled “Contains X% organic ingredients”; prohibited in agricultural products labelled “organic” and as an anti-caking agent in non-standardized dry mixes (e.g. seasonings) used in meat products.

	Magnesium stearate
	For use only in agricultural products labelled “Contains X% organic ingredients”; prohibited in agricultural products labelled “organic.”

	Potassium iodide, synthetic
	For use in agricultural products labelled “Contains X% organic ingredients” only; prohibited in agricultural products labelled “organic.”

	Potassium phosphate
	For use in agricultural products labelled “Contains X% organic ingredients” only; prohibited in agricultural products labelled “organic.”


Note: Annotations for Potassium metabisulphite and Sulphurous acid in table 6.5 are being balloted and we are waiting for the result of this vote (i.e ballot after the November 2007 meeting).

2.4 WL # 66: Cleaners, disinfectants and sanitizers

See Annex 2.

2.5 Revision of Section 11, WL # 48 Appendix A, WL # 30, 31, 32, 51 and 59 of CAN/CGSB 32.310

See separate Word document 

2.6 Delete “Certified Organic” definition as per CFIA’s request and reference to the Certification Body

4.2
Soil Amendments

	Common Name(s)
	Origin and Usage 

	Pomaces
	Feedstocks shall be from certified organically grown fruits or vegetables, or the material shall be aerobically composted before use.


5.2
Feed, Feed Additives and Feed Supplements

	Common Name(s)
	Origin and Usage 

	Forage concentrates (grains) and roughages (hay, silage, fodder, straw) and energy feeds
	Shall be obtained from enterprises certified organic in accordance with this standard sources and may include silage preservation products (e.g. bacterial or enzymatic additives derived from bacteria, fungi and plants and food by-products (e.g. molasses and whey). Note that if weather conditions are unfavourable to fermentation, lactic, propionic and formic acid may be used with approval of the certification body.


3. Crop Working Group

3.1 WL # 13 and 14: Land Requirements for Transition to Organic, 5.1.1, 5.1.2, 5.1.3 and 5.1.4

5.1.1 Products shall not be labelled or marketed as organic until This standard has been shall be fully applied on a production unit for at least 24 months before sowing or in the case of perennial crops, at least three years before the first harvest of products 12 months before the first harvest of products. Prohibited substances Substances prohibited by par. 1.8.1 and substances not on CAN/CGSB 32.311 Organic Production Systems – Permitted Substances Lists shall not have been used for at least 36 months before the harvest of any organic crop.

5.1.2 The certification body may decide in certain cases to reduce the required transition period to 12 months when an enterprise can document that a production unit has been managed in accordance with the standard for 24 months before seeking certification. The certification body may also decide in certain cases to extend the transition period depending on previous land use.

5.1.3 The enterprise shall be under the supervision and verification of a certification body for at least the last 12 months of the transition.

5.1.4 Land that has not been cultivated for three or more years and crops and harvests that consist of naturally growing plants in their natural habitat (no prohibited substances applied) can be exempted from a transition period. 

Rationale

- Remove the references to labelling and marketing as per CFIA’s request.

- Remove ambiguity related to annual vs perennial crops. Now, the Standard fully applies for at least 12 months before the  harvest for both types of crops.

- The Standard fully applies for 12 months instead of 24 as most operators are under the supervision of a certification body during the last 12 months of the transition period only.

- Clarify the requirement that prohibited substances have not been used 36 months before harvest. 

- With these changes to 5.1.1, the first two sentences of 5.1.2 are no longer required. The requirements are clear enough to allow a certification body to reduce the transition period to 12 months. The last sentence of 5.1.2 was deleted as this has rarely (or never?) been done, and it is not found in any other standards. Clear criteria would need to be drafted for requiring such extensions.

- WG recommends that the standard be fully applied for at least 12 months to land as described in 5.1.4. Therefore 5.1.1 applies and 5.1.4 is deleted.

- 5.1.3 has to be changed to an informative note as per SCC’s request. When the amendments to the Regulations are published, the informative note drafted below will be revised and inserted below par. 5.1.1. 

Informative note related to the certification requirements

Informative Note: The reader should be aware that the Canadian Organic Products Regulations require an operator to be able to document that substances prohibited by CAN/CGSB 32.310 Organic Production Systems – General Principles and Management Standards and substances not on CAN/CGSB 32.311 – Organic Production Systems – Permitted Substances Lists have not been used. The Canadian Organic Products Regulations also require that an operator must be under the supervision and inspection of a certification body during at least 12 months prior to allowing organic claims on agricultural products. 

3.2 WL # 17: Manure Sources, 5.5.1 b

5.5.1 Manure Sources — The operator shall first use all available animal manure produced on the organic operation (on-farm) and then may use manure from other organic operations (off-farm). When manure from organic operations is not available in sufficient quantities, the operator may use manure from non-organic farm operations provided that:
a. the non-organic operation is not a fully caged and restricted movement or a land-detached livestock operation; system where livestock is not able to turn 360 degrees; 

b. livestock is not permanently kept in the dark;

c. source of manure, type of livestock, evaluation of the above-mentioned criteria, and quantity shall be recorded.

b. the source is approved for use by the operator’s certification body;

c. if possible, the manure shall be composted before use.

Rationale

Instead of trying to define “land detached livestock operation” and assess how much manure is used on the manure supplier’s own land, the criteria are now based on the welfare of the animals where the manure comes from (more in line with Codex’s “definition” of factory farming). The QC Standards are not clear enough on how little manure must be used on the producing farm to be considered a land detached operation and the criterion was deleted. 

The proposed welfare criteria are a compromise between the EU and the NOP.

a. manure from sow maternity operations would be excluded (they are fully caged and can’t turn 360 degrees). Manure from dairy farms where cows are tied could still be used (they are not fully caged). Manure from egg farms could still be used (they can turn 360 degrees) 

b. manure from veal production would be excluded

c. some recording requirements to replace the approval of the certification body.

Deletion of old c. “if possible” – this is a wish not a requirement. No consensus on the requirement that manure be composted. 

Administrative, Certification Issue

Should the operator be required to notify the certification body of the source of manure prior to its use?

Future Work List

“Factory farming” sources of manure and GMO issues.

Criteria to determine non-availability of manure from organic farms (e.g. distance of the source)
Consider introducing stocking rates in the off-farm manure section, but may want to see how the stocking rates will work for organic livestock production first.

3.3 Reference to provincial requirements, paragraph 5.5.2.2

5.5.2.2 All soil amendments including liquid manure, slurries, compost tea, solid manure, raw manure, compost and other approved substances shall be applied to land in accordance with nutrient management planning principles and, where applicable, according to the relevant provincial requirements.

Informative note: In Canada, some addidtional provincial additional requirements may also apply.

Rationale

CFIA requested that the reference to provincial requirements be removed from the normative part of the Standards. It was moved to an informative note.

3.4 WL # 49:  Sprout production, section 7.4

7.4 Sprout Production

7.4.1 For sprouts or sprout products to be sold, labelled or represented as organic,

 the operator shall manage production units by using seed produced in accordance with this standard and water that meets or exceeds the quality guidelines for drinking water. 

7.4.2 Seed and sprouts shall not be rinsed with or come in contact with prohibited substances, and the sanitation of equipment shall involve the use of substances listed in CAN/CGSB-32.311. 

7.4.3 7.4.1 In the production of organic sprouts, The operator shall: 

a. use only seed produced under organic production methods, in accordance with this standard; 

b. 7.4.2 The operator shall  use sources of water (e.g. potable water, distilled or processed by osmosis) that meet or exceed the quality standards for levels of microbial and chemical contaminants in drinking water; 

c. assess water quality regularly by an analytical laboratory to assure standards of water quality. 7.4.3 A water quality monitoring program shall be in place, and water shall be analysed at least twice a year, once every six months.

7.4.4 Seed or growing sprouts shall not be rinsed or immersed in water with chemicals capable of releasing chlorine in solution, in excess of water quality guidelines. 

7.4.4 Soluble fertilizers may not be added to rinsing water.

7.4.5 Growth medium shall conform to the present standards (e.g. exempt of substances prohibited by par. 1.8.1 for 36 months).

7.4.5 7.4.6 The Substances used for cleaning or sanitizing seeds and sprouts and maintenance of equipment and the use of sanitizers and disinfectants shall be limited to the substances included in CAN/CGSB-32.311, Organic production systems – Permitted Substances Lists. 

7.4.7 The substances used for cleaning and maintenance of equipment shall be limited to the substances included in CAN/CGSB-32.311, Organic Production Systems – Permitted Substances Lists.

Rationale

The comment was that this part of the Standard was dispersed and there were repetitions.

- 7.4.1 is deleted.  All references to selling or labelling must be deleted as per CFIA’s request. Also, it is a repetition of former 7.4.3 a and b.

- 7.4.2 is deleted. Partial repetition of former 7.4.4. Requirements in this paragraph and in former 7.4.4 are included in new 7.4.6 and 7.4.7.

- 7.4.3a becomes 7.4.1. First phrase which is a repetition of the title of the section is deleted.

- 7.4.3b becomes 7.4.2

- 7.4.3c becomes 7.4.3. The requirements on the monitoring of water quality are clarified. “Twice a year” comes from the Quebec Standards and “at least” was added if tighter control is required.

- 7.4.4 is deleted. Repetition of former 7.4.3b

- New 7.4.4. Wording comes from the Quebec Standards.

- New 7.5.5. Requirement comes from the Quebec Standards, but was reworded.

- 7.4.5 becomes 7.4.6. Clarify what substances can be used to clean seeds.

- New 7.4.6. Requirements in former 7.4.5 are moved to 7.4.6.

It is understood that hydrogen peroxide and vinegar will be listed in a new table 7.3 called “Food-grade cleaners, disinfectants and sanitizers that are allowed without a mandatory intervening event” and that these substances will be allowed on seeds.  

3.5 Reference to selling and labelling, Greenhouse Crop Production, 7.5.1

In 7.5.1, we have to get rid of the references to selling and labelling as per CFIA’s request. It was pointed out that the paragraph needed to be reworded to better address the issues with hydroponic production.

The Crop WG was unable to reach consensus and decided to submit the two following proposals to the Technical Committee.

First proposal (with a definition of soil)

7.5.1 For greenhouse products to be sold, labelled or represented as organic, The operator shall manage soil and crop production units with an in-ground, permanent soil system or with a container system with soil free of prohibited substances prohibited by par. 1.8.1. In-ground permanent soil systems shall be free of substances prohibited by par. 1.8.1 for at least three years before use.  Construction materials shall not include biodegradable plastics or wood treated with prohibited substances. The growing medium shall be free of prohibited substances, and the soil shall be free of prohibited substances for at least three years before use.

New definition

Soil - A mixture of minerals, organic matter, and living organisms, and may contain substances listed in CAN/CGSB 3211.

7.5.9 For operations where the plants are not growing in the ground, a biologically active growing-medium shall be evident at the end of each growth cycle.

Rationale 

The greenhouse committee in BC feels that a definition for soil is needed to strengthen the requirements of 7.5.1. We feel this standard (with the added definition of soil) is strong enough to prohibit hydroponic production. This is why we are also suggesting the removal of the ambiguous standard 7.5.9.

Second proposal (with an interdiction of hydroponics and aeroponics production)

7.5.1 For greenhouse products to be sold, labelled or represented as organic, The operator shall manage soil and crop production units with an in-ground, permanent soil system or with a container system with soil free of prohibited substances prohibited by par. 1.8.1. In-ground permanent soil systems shall be free of substances prohibited by par. 1.8.1 for at least three years before use.  Construction materials shall not include biodegradable plastics or wood treated with prohibited substances. The growing medium shall be free of prohibited substances, and the soil shall be free of prohibited substances for at least three years before use. The operator shall totally abstain from using any form of hydroponics and aeroponics growing techniques.
7.5.9 For operations where the plants are not growing in the ground, a biologically active growing-medium shall be evident at the end of each growth cycle.

New definitions

Aeroponics. A soilless free cultivation method whereby plants are suspended with their roots partially or even totally exposed to the air.

Hydroponics. Cultivation of plants (flowers and vegetables) in aqueous nutrients solutions without the aid of soil. The soil is replaced by an inert culture medium (e.g. coarse sands, expanded clay, rockwool). Plants are cultivated by using a nutritive solution which is brought to each plant by taking into account the requirements of the species.

Soil - A mixture of minerals, organic matter, and living organisms, and may contain substances listed in CAN/CGSB 3211.
Rationale 

The easiest and clearest way to disallow hydroponics and aeroponics is to state that they are not permitted.

4. Maple Task Force

4.1 WL # 41: Paragraph 7.2.8

7.2.8 Transition — For maple products to be designated as organic, This standard shall be fully applied on a production unit for at least 12 months before the first harvest of maple sap. Substances prohibited by par. 1.8.1 and substances not in section 4 of CAN/CGSB 32.311, Organic Productions Systems – Permitted Substances Lists no prohibited substance, such as unapproved fertilizers or synthetic pesticides used in forest management, shall not have been be used in on the sugar bush or in production within for at least 36 months preceding the first any harvest. The transition period may be reduced to one year if it is a managed wilderness area. There shall not be Any parallel production is prohibited within any area.

Informative note : similar to the informative note for paragraph 5.1.1.

Rationale

As requested by the CFIA, the reference to “labelling” (re: designated) is deleted and the reference to “reducing the transition” period is replaced by a clearer statement on which requirements of the Standards apply 12 months and 36 months before the first harvest. In the English version, the phrase “within any area” is deleted as requested by the member and the last sentence reworded to be more consistent with the French version. 

4.2 WL # 64: Paragraph 7.2.6 and 7.2.12.6

7.2.12.6 Syrup Filtration — Silica powder, clay dust and diatomaceous earth are acceptable for use in the filter presses used to filter the finished syrup.

7.2.12.6 Syrup Filtration and Other Treatments — Organic maple syrup shall not be refined by artificial means, bleached or lightened in color.  Simple filtration through cloth or paper, through a filter press or through food grade diatomaceous earth, silica powder or clay dust with a filter press to remove suspended solids is permitted.

Rationale

The member suggested to include further details concerning the use of reverse osmosis, bleaching, hydrogen peroxide, air injectors and use of invertase in par. 7.2.6.

The Maple Task Group recommends to answer this comment in the various individual items rather than in par. 7.2.6 and proposes some changes to 7.2.12.6 to add detail to what is not allowed in the treatment of maple syrup. The additional proposed wording comes from the Vermont and Quebec regulations and the use of a filter press was already permitted in 7.2.12.6.

Reverse osmosis is permitted in 7.2.12.3; Sap Sterilization is prohibited in 7.2.12.2;  Air injection is prohibited in 7.2.12.4.
4.3 WL # 64: Paragraphs 7.2.12.1 and 7.2.12.6 

Comment

The member would like that the Standards recommend filters that are food grade and indicated on the “Reference Listing of Accepted Construction Materials, Packaging Materials and Non-Food Chemical Products” published by CFIA. 

Response to the comment

The Maple Task Group recommends no change to the Standards and that we reject the comment and recommendation. After further discussion with the member, it was agreed that the proposed list is currently not mandatory and not exhaustive. Even if it was mandatory, the Standard Council of Canada would not allow a reference to other Canadian Regulatory requirements in the normative part of the Standards.

4.4 WL # 64: Paragraph 7.2.12.3

Comment

The member wasn’t sure about the status of the various products recommended for the maintenance of the reverse osmosis membrane and would like to recommend products that are indicated on the “Reference Listing of Accepted Construction Materials, Packaging Materials and Non-Food Chemical Products” published by CFIA.

Response to the comment

The Maple Task Group recommends no change to 7.2.13.3 (Osmosis Unit membrane). The proposed list is not mandatory and exhaustive. Even if it was mandatory, the Standard Council of Canada also would not allow a reference to Canadian Regulatory requirements in the normative part of the Standards.

5. Processing Working Group

5.1 Removal of all references to selling/labelling as organic (CFIA’s request)

8.4.2 Organic products in transit to or from an off-site unit to undergo any activity as defined in the preparation definition sold, labelled or represented as organic, in accordance with this standard, and not in retail packaging  shall be transported in a manner that shall prevent contamination or substitution of the content with substances or products not compatible with this standard. Packaging shall bear The following information shall accompany the product: , without prejudice to any other indications required by law: 

a. the name and address of the person or organization responsible for the production, preparation or distribution of the product 

b. the name of the product 

c. the organic status of the product 

d. information that ensures traceability (e.g. lot number) 

Rationale

Deletion of the references to selling and labelling as per CFIA’s request. In the English version, the wording was modified to move away from the packaging wording (too closely related to labelling). The phrase “In transit to and from an off-site unit to undergo any activity as defined in the preparation definition” describes better the products targeted by this paragraph which are products not sold yet. Sold products are now subject to the Canadian Organic Products Regulations.
5.2 WL # 35: Definitions and terminology, “Preparation” 

Comment

The proposed definition includes activities such as inspection, grading, pricing and marking that, in themselves, have nothing to do with preparation. The CAAQ proposes that the definition used in the Quebec Organic Standard be adopted because it differentiates between preparation operations that are subject to certification and those that are not.

Response to the comment

The Processing WG recommends no change to the definition which is identical to the definition in the CAP act. Narrowing the “preparation” definition to define what has to be certified or not is a regulatory issue. 

Annexe 1 - References to Acts/Regulations in the Organic Standards

(WL item # 7 in CAN/CGSB 32.310, par. 2.1.1 and 2.2.2)

In WL # 7 of CAN/CGSB 32.310, Standards Council of Canada made the following comment in reference to par. 2.1.1 and 2.2.2:  “Normally Acts/Regulations reference standards, not as in this case, the opposite. Standards contain requirements that regulators wish to enforce and are therefore referenced in the appropriate Act/Regulation. It might be appropriate to simply note the source of the Act or Regulation where and when it appears in an informative manner.”

In response to the comment, the CGSB Technical Committee decided at the November 2007 CGSB meeting to remove all regulatory references from the normative part of the Standards. Changes to CAN/CGSB 32.310, sections 2 and 12; to CAN/CGSB 32.311, sections 2 and 7; and to a few paragraphs affected by the comment are being balloted. It was also agreed that we add an Introduction (informative) at the beginning of CAN/CGSB 32.311 that will have a paragraph related to the Pest Control Product Act and the Food and Drugs Act.  This proposal (see Intro below) is also being balloted. The main objective of the general informative note at the beginning of the CAN/CGSB 32.311 is to inform the reader and get rid of all the individual references to registration and/or the PMRA in various annotations in the Standards. All the required changes in tables 4.2, 4.3 and 4.4 are described in this document and will be reviewed by the CGSB Technical Committee at the March-April 2008 CGSB meeting.  

It is proposed to add a second paragraph in the Introduction related to Health Canada’s Veterinary Drugs Directorate and the Veterinary Biologics Section of the Feed Section at the Canadian Food Inspection Agency.

How to read the document:

- All text in “Time New Roman” format is proposed wording for the Standards

- Additions are underlined.

- Deletions are in strikethrough format

- All text in “Arial” format is Rationale explaining the changes to the Standards and won’t appear in the Standards. 

- Only sections and substances that require changes are included in this document.

INTRODUCTION (informative)

Organic operations in Canada remain subject to all applicable laws and regulations. Substances that appear on CAN/CGSB-32.311 Organic Productions Systems - Permitted Substances Lists are subject to the Pest Control Products Act (PCPA) or the Food and Drugs Act (FDA) when used in Canada as pesticides or disinfectants. Health Canada's Pest Management Regulatory Agency (PMRA) is the federal authority responsible for the regulation of pest control products (including sanitizers) under the PCPA and Regulations. Disinfectants are regulated by Health Canada's Therapeutic Products Directorate (TPD) under the FDA and Regulations.

Substances that appear on CAN/CGSB-32.311 Organic Productions Systems - Permitted Substances Lists are subject to the Food and Drugs Act (FDA) when considered in Canada as veterinary drugs destined to food-producing animals and to the Feeds Act when considered in Canada as livestock feed. Health Canada’s Veterinary Drugs Directorate is the federal authority responsible for the regulation of veterinary drugs under the FDA and Regulations. Livestock feeds are regulated by the Veterinary Biologics Section of the Feed Section at the Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA) under the Feeds Act and Regulations.

…

4.2
Soil Amendments

The following substance in table 4.2 has to be reviewed because there is a reference to registration in the annotation. 

	Common Name(s)
	Origin and Usage 
	Rationale

	Copper products
	These include copper hydroxide for use as a wood preservative (copper hydroxide is an active ingredient in products currently registered for use as wood preservatives) or for disease control; copper sulphates for use as a fungicide; Bordeaux mix and copper oxychloride, where there are PMRA2 registrations, for fruits and vegetables. These products shall be used in a manner that prevents excessive copper accumulation in the soil. Buildup of copper in soil may prohibit future use. Use with caution. No visible residue shall be allowed on harvested crops. Basic copper sulphate, copper oxide, copper sulphate and copper oxysulphate may be used to correct documented copper deficiencies. Copper ammonia base, copper ammonium carbonate, copper nitrate and cuprous chloride are prohibited as sources of copper for plant nutrients.
	The phrase related to registration is  deleted considering that the informative note in the Introduction of the Standards addresses the issue. As per Standards Council of Canada’s request, Canadian Regulatory requirements must be removed from the normative part of the Standards.

The first part of the annotation is a copy of the annotation for “Copper products” listed in table 4.3 – Crop Production Aids and Materials. This information does not belong to “Copper products” listed in table 4.2 Soil Amendments. Therefore it was deleted.


4.3
Crop Production Aids and Materials

The following substances in table 4.3 have to be reviewed because there is a reference to registration in the annotation. The General rationale described in the first row applies to all substances listed in the following table. The following substances also have to be reviewed with the same rationale, and the revision is in the “Cleaners” document:

- Baking soda (potassium or sodium bicarbonate)

- Hydrogen peroxide

	Common Name(s)
	Origin and Usage 
	Rationale

	Amino acids, non-synthetic
	Amino acids produced by plants, animals and micro-organisms that are not from genetic engineering and that are extracted or isolated by hydrolysis or by physical or other non-chemical means are considered non-synthetic. Nonsynthetic amino acids may be used as plant growth regulators or chelating agents once it is registered for this use in Canada.
	General rationale: The phrases related to registration and approval are deleted considering that the informative note in the Introduction of the Standards addresses the issue. As per Standards Council of Canada’s request, Canadian Regulatory requirements must be removed from the normative part of the Standards.

	Botanical pesticides
	Botanical pesticides shall be used in conjunction with a biorational pest management program but shall not be the primary method of pest control in the farm plan. The least toxic botanicals shall be used in the least ecologically disruptive way possible. All label restrictions and directions shall be followed including restrictions concerning crops, livestock, target pests, safety precautions, pre-harvest intervals and worker re-entry. 

The only botanical pesticides registered for use in Canada and in a form that could be used by organic growers are some rotenone and pyrethrum products registered for domestic use.
	

	Copper products
	These include copper hydroxide for use as a wood preservative (copper hydroxide is an active ingredient in products currently registered for use as wood preservatives) or for disease control; copper sulphates for use as a fungicide; Bordeaux mix, and copper oxychloride, fungicides or wood treatments, where there are PMRA2 registrations, for fruits and vegetables.

These products shall be used in a manner that prevents excessive copper accumulation in the soil. Buildup of copper in soil may prohibit future use. Use with caution. No visible residue shall be allowed on harvested crops. Basic copper sulphate, copper oxide, copper sulphate and copper oxysulphate may be used to correct documented copper deficiencies. Copper ammonia base, copper ammonium carbonate, copper nitrate and cuprous chloride are prohibited as sources of copper for plant nutrients.
	

	Peracetic acid
	For use in controlling fire blight bacteria, once it is registered for that use in Canada.
	

	Plant extracts, oils and preparations
	Allowed for use as production aids unless otherwise specifically restricted or prohibited. Allowed extractants include cocoa butter, lanolin, animal fats, alcohols and water. Allowed for disease and pest control once approved by PMRA2. Extraction with synthetic solvents is prohibited except for potassium hydroxide or sodium hydroxide, provided the amount of solvent used does not exceed the amount necessary for extraction. Of the two products, potassium hydroxide is the preferred choice; the manufacturer shall prove the need to use sodium hydroxide.
	

	Pyrethrum
	There are currently no pyrethrum products registered in Canada that do not contain synthetic contaminates. Pyrethrin is the active ingredient in products licensed for use as insecticides. Currently the only pyrethrin product (without the prohibited adjuvant piperonyl butoxide) is allowed for use in mushroom production only.

Shall not be combined with unacceptable formulants. See also Botanical pesticides for restrictions.

May only be combined with acceptable formulants listed in par. 4.3 CANCGSB 32.311. See also Botanical pesticides for restrictions.
	

	Rotenone
	Shall not be combined with unacceptable formulants. There are only a few domestic products registered for use in Canada. See also Botanical pesticides for restrictions.
	

	Summer oils
	Allowed for use in organic production as suffocating or stylet oils on foliage once they are registered for that use in Canada.
	


4.4
Weed Management

The following substances in table 4.4 have to be reviewed because there is a reference to registration in the annotation. The General rationale described in the first row applies to all substances listed in the following table.

	Common Name(s)
	Origin and Usage 
	Rationale

	Plant extracts
	Allowed once they are registered for that use in Canada.
	General rationale: The phrases related to registration and approval are deleted considering that the informative note in the Introduction of the Standards addresses the issue. As per Standards Council of Canada’s request, Canadian Regulatory requirements must be removed from the normative part of the Standards.

	Plant oils
	Allowed once they are registered for that use in Canada.
	


5.
PERMITTED SUBSTANCES LISTs FOR LIVESTOCK PRODUCTION

5.1
Classification — Livestock production substances are classified according to the following uses and applications:

a.
Feed, Feed Additives and Feed Supplements

b.
Health Care Products and Production Aids Health Care Products include medications, remedies, parasiticides and other substances used to maintain or restore the well-being of an animal. Many of these substances are considered farm animal drugs under the Food and Drugs Act. As such, they shall be used with the degree of care that animal drugs require. All substances to be used for livestock shall be approved by the Veterinary Drugs Directorate at Health Canada or by the Veterinary Biologics Section or the Feed Section at the Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA). Production aids include all other substances used on animals and their living areas, such as bedding and dips.

c.
Production Aids include all other substances used on animals and their living areas, such as bedding, cleaners, disinfectants and dips.

Rationale: 

With the deletion of table 5.4 (see rationale under 5.4), “Production Aids” is merged with “Health Care Products” in order to be able to list any substances that would qualify as “Production Aids” without being a “Health Care Products”. This triggered the changes to 5.1b and 5.3 and the deletion of 5.1c. 

In 5.1b, the two sentences that refer to Canadian Regulations were removed from this paragraph (normative part of the Standards) as per Standards Council of Canada’s request. The information is now provided in the Introduction which is informative.
5.2
Feed, Feed Additives and Feed Supplements3

Foot note # 3 at the bottom of page 14 has to become informative.

Informative note: In Canada, feed must meet minimum nutritional standards described in table 4 of the Feeds Regulations. Ingredients used in feed must be approved in Schedule IV or V of the Feeds Regulations. Some ingredients and products require registration (e.g. enzymes and milk replacers).
The following substance in table 5.2 has to be reviewed because there is a reference to registration in the annotation. 

	Common Name(s)
	Origin and Usage
	Rationale

	Trace minerals, elements (mineral products)
	Non-synthetic chelated or sulphated minerals that are registered for used in livestock feed. Synthetic nutrient minerals may be used when non-synthetic sources are unavailable. Minerals may not be used to stimulate growth or production. Minerals from any source are allowed for medical use.
	The phrase related to registration is  deleted considering that the informative note in the Introduction of the Standards addresses the issue. As per Standards Council of Canada’s request, Canadian Regulatory requirements must be removed from the normative part of the Standards.


5.3
Health Care Products and Production Aids

Rationale: 

With the deletion of table 5.4 (see rationale under 5.4), “Production Aids” is merged with “Health Care Products” in order to be able to list any substances that would qualify as “Production Aids” without being a “Health Care Products”. 

The following substances in table 5.3 have to be reviewed because there is a reference to registration in the annotation. The General rationale described in the first row applies to all substances listed in the following table.

	Common Name(s)
	Origin and Usage 
	Rationale

	Botanical compounds
	Botanical preparations registered for use and according to label specifications. Botanical compounds shall be approved by the Feed Section at the CFIA or by the Veterinary Drugs Directorate at Health Canada.
	General rationale: The phrases related to registration and approval are deleted considering that the informative note in the Introduction of the Standards addresses the issue. As per Standards Council of Canada’s request, Canadian Regulatory requirements must be removed from the normative part of the Standards.

	Anti-inflammatories
	For health care use, to reduce inflammation. Preference shall be given to natural alternatives. Anti-inflammatories shall be approved by the Veterinary Drugs Directorate at Health Canada.
	

	Biologics, including vaccines
	Organisms from genetic engineering or their products (e.g. recombinant gene technology) are not allowed. All biologics shall be approved by the Veterinary Biologics Section at the CFIA.
	

	Diatomaceous earth
	For use in control of external parasites once it is registered for that use in Canada.
	

	Homeopathic and biotherapies
	Shall be registered with the Veterinary Drugs Directorate at Health Canada.
	

	Rotenone
	For external parasites, rotenone shall not be combined with unacceptable formulants. There are only a few domestic products registered for use in Canada. See also Botanical pesticides in par. 4.3 for restrictions.
	


5.4
Production Aids

General rationale: The PSL WG recommends that all cleaners, disinfectants and sanitizers listed in table 5.4 be moved to new tables 7.1 or 7.2. By doing so, there are no substances left in table 5.4, and it is deleted completely.

Note:

Some substances listed as Cleaners, disinfectants and sanitizers in tables 4.3, 5.4 and 6.7 have to be reviewed because there is a reference to registration in the annotation. The revisions may be found in a separate document related to the various changes made to the “Cleaners, disinfectants and sanitizers”.
Annexe 2 -  WL # 66: Cleaners, disinfectants and sanitizers

New proposal for “Cleaners, disinfectants and sanitizers” following the November 2007 CGSB Technical Committee meeting

Summary of the comments made at the November CGSB Technical Committee meeting

- General agreement on the direction that the PSL WG is taking, but some reservations on the final wording.

- People were not sure whether proposed 8.3.5 and 8.3.6 would cover everything

- Keep 8.3.5 as is

Summary of what’s new in the current proposal

- New wording for new 8.3.7 (formerly 8.3.6). Less emphasis on “no residues“ and “not leaving residues”.

- Detailed proposal of all the changes in the tables that deal with cleaning agents. 

- Move all cleaning substances from table 4.3 to new tables 7.3 or 7.4

- Move all cleaning substances from table 5.4 to new tables 7.3 or 7.4

- Also include changes related to deletion of table 6.3 Organic Ingredients as discussed in November (not related to cleaners)

How to read the document

- Additions are underlined.

- Deletions are in strikethrough format

- All text in “Times New Roman” format is wording proposed for the Standards

- All text in “Arial” format is Rationale explaining the changes to the Standards and won’t appear in the Standards. 

- Only sections and substances that require changes are included in this document.

.

Proposed modifications to CAN/CGSB-32.310-2006

8.3.5
Any material in contact with food shall be clean and of food-grade quality.

8.3.6
Only substances that appear in par. 7.3 of CAN/CGSB 32.311 Organic Production Systems – Permitted Substances Lists may be used without a mandatory intervening removal event to clean, disinfect or sanitize organic food or food-contact surfaces, provided that the origin and use are consistent with the annotation for that substance.

8.3.7
Substances that appear in par. 7.4 of CAN/CGSB 32.311 Organic Production Systems – Permitted Substances Lists may be used to clean, disinfect or sanitize organic food contact surfaces or other surfaces, provided that such substances are removed from food contact surfaces prior to organic production.

Current 8.3.7; 8.3.8 and 8.3.9 become 8.3.8, 8.3.9 and 8.3.10 respectively.

Proposed modifications to CAN/CGSB-32.311-2006

4.
PERMITTED SUBSTANCES LISTs FOR CROP PRODUCTION 

4.1
Classification — Crop production substances are classified according to the following uses and applications:

a.
Soil Amendments are substances applied to the soil to improve fertility and tilth and to correct soil problems. Fertilizers, plant foods and soil amendments are primarily used for their plant nutrient content and may be applied to the soil or to the foliage of plants.

b.
Crop Production Aids and Materials are substances used in conjunction with other substances, which may or may not be directly applied to the crop or soil, or substances used to control diseases or pests. Examples include

i.
adjuvants, equipment cleaners, insect traps and plastic mulch

ii.
vertebrate animal pest management substances

iii.
plant disease management substances

iv.
insect pest management (invertebrates), mites, molluscs and crustacean substances

v.
nematode management substances.

c.
Weed Management
4.2
Soil Amendments

(No changes to table 4.2)

4.3
Crop Production Aids and Materials

(Only substances that require changes are included in this table. The substances that are not completely deleted will remain in table 4.3 with the proposed annotations.)

	Common Name(s)
	Origin and Usage 
	Rationale

	
	
	General rationale: The PSL WG recommends that all cleaners, disinfectants and sanitizers listed in table 4.3 be moved to new table 7.3 or 7.4.

	Acetic acid, non-synthetic
	Used as a drip irrigation cleaner, an equipment cleaner and an adjuvant to adjust the pH of sprays.

As an adjuvant and pH regulator.
	Reference to cleaning moved to table 7.3. 

WG recommends that non-synthetic and synthetic be allowed. The phrase “pH of sprays” was considered too restrictive. Annotation was reworded.   

	Alcohol
	Non-synthetic ethyl alcohols are allowed as solvent to extract botanical insecticides. Synthetic sources of ethyl and isopropyl alcohols may be used only as disinfectants or formulant ingredients.

Alcohol, ethyl (ethanol) used as a cleaning agent for equipment used in maple syrup production shall be unadulterated food-grade quality.
	Reference to disinfecting and cleaning moved to table 7.3 under Alcohol, ethyl (ethanol)  and Alcohol, isopropyl.

No member of the PSL WG could identify when synthetic ethyl and isopropyl alcohols would be used as formulant ingredients. Therefore this part of the annotation was deleted.

Non-synthetic ethyl alcohols are still allowed. Potential use: solvent to extract botanical insecticides.

FWL: substance may eventually be included under the “formulants” umbrella. 

	Alcohol, ethyl 

(ethanol)
	Permitted for use as a disinfectant. See also Alcohol.
	Substance moved to table 7.3 under Alcohol, ethyl (ethanol). 

	Alcohol, isopropyl
	Permitted for use as a disinfectant. See also Alcohol.
	Substance moved to table 7.3 under Alcohol, isopropyl

	Alkali carbonates and bicarbonates
	For disinfecting greenhouse facilities.
	See  table 7.4.  

	Ascorbic acid, non-synthetic
	Non-synthetic sources only may be used for cleaning irrigation lines, adjusting the pH of sprays, as a pH regulator and for promoting natural growth. The synthetic form of this substance has not been reviewed.


	Reference to cleaning moved to table 7.3.

Non-synthetic is related to “origin” and is moved in the annotation and deleted in the name of the substance. Better harmonization with other listings in the PSL. The phrase “pH of sprays” was considered too restrictive. Annotation was reworded.   

The last sentence was deleted as this is not a requirement. The synthetic form was not evaluated as it is not priority work.

	Baking soda

(potassium or sodium bicarbonate)

Potassium bicarbonate

Sodium bicarbonate
	Allowed for pest and disease control in greenhouses and other crops.

Allowed for other crops once it is approved for use by the PMRA. Permitted for use as a cleaning agent for equipment used in the production and processing of food.
	Reference to cleaning moved to table 7.3 under Potassium bicarbonate and Sodium bicarbonate 

Delete info related to PMRA. See general rationale in the “References to Act-Regulations in 32.311” document. Also Milstop is now registered for Crops.

List “Potassium bicarbonate” and “Sodium bicarbonate” separately. Both with the same annotation. Delete reference to “Baking soda”. It may contain other substances not listed on the PSL.

	Bleach
	Calcium hypochlorite, chlorine dioxide or sodium hypochlorite used for disinfecting and sanitizing facilities and equipment. Flush water from cleaning irrigation equipment shall not exceed the maximum limits set by the federal and provincial governments.

Allowed for disinfecting and sanitizing food contact surfaces, including equipment used in the production and processing of maple syrup as set out in clause 7.2.13.1 b. of CAN/CGSB-32.310. Residual chloride levels for wash water in direct contact with crops or food, and in flush water from cleaning irrigation systems that is applied to crops or fields shall not exceed the maximum limits under federal and provincial regulations.
	Substance was already listed in former table 6.7. Annotation was modified. See Bleach in table 7.4.

	Caustic potash (potassium hydroxide)
	For disinfecting greenhouse facilities only.
	Substance was already listed in former table 6.7. Annotation in former table 6.7 was chosen. See Caustic potash (potassium hydroxide) in table 7.4.

	Chlorine
	See Bleach.
	Substance and annotation were already in former table 6.7. No change in the annotation. See Chlorine in table 7.4.

	Citric acid
	Non-synthetic and synthetic sources may be used as a drip irrigation cleaner, an equipment cleaner, a chelating agent and a pH adjuster.
	Reference to cleaning moved to table 7.3.

Current listing is not clear on whether only non-synthetic sources are allowed.  It was agreed to allow synthetic sources. 

NOP : synthetic can only be used to adjust PH of Liquid fish products. Only non-synthetic is allowed on food. EU: No listing under “Pesticides”. Synthetic is allowed on food. QC: Do not required non-synthetic for that use. BC: Not clear – synthetic citric acid is permitted as a PH adjuster, but PH buffer “must be from a natural source”. 

	Detergents
	Includes soaps — biodegradable only (whose biodegraded components are not more harmful than the original components). Allowed for use as equipment cleaners, including equipment used in the production and processing of food. Includes natural wetting agents; see also Wetting agents. Evaluated on a case-by-case basis.
	Substance is currently listed in former table 6.7. A compromise between annotation in table 4.3 and former 6.7 is proposed. See Detergents in table 7.4.



	Drip irrigation cleaners
	Preferred drip irrigation cleaners include vinegar, citric acid and other naturally occurring acids.

See also Bleach; Detergents.
	Substance and annotation were deleted. Vinegar and , citric acid are in table 7.3. Bleach and Detergents are in table 7.4. The annotation “other naturally occurring acids” is not necessary.

	Iodine
	Non-elemental and not to exceed 5% solution by volume.
	Substance moved to table 7.4 with modified annotation.

The WG assumed that this substance is only used for cleaning equipment. 

	Lye, sodium hydroxide
	For disinfecting greenhouses only. Prohibited for use in crop production, such as for adjusting the pH. Allowed as a cleaner, including the maintenance of reverse osmosis membranes used in maple syrup production. Prohibited for use in lye peeling of fruits and vegetables.
	Reference to disinfecting and cleaning is moved to table 7.4. Annotation was modified. See table 7.4.

This table is a positive list of what is permitted and should not list what is prohibited. Therefore the substance was deleted. The prohibition for use in lye peeling of fruits and vegetables is already stated in table 6.4.1.

	Peracetic acid
	For use in disinfecting seed and asexually propagated planting material.


	This substance is listed with this annotation in former table 6.7 (see table 7.3). It is moved to table 4.3 because that’s where it should be. The second sentence of the annotation related to PMRA is deleted considering that the informative note in the Introduction of the Standards addresses the issue. Also Storox is now approved.

	Soap-based algaecide/demisters
	Algaecide, disinfectants and sanitizers including irrigation cleaning systems that do not contain prohibited or restricted substances.
	The substance and annotation proposed at the November meeting are modified and moved to table 7.4

	Sodium metabisulphite
	May be added to the filtrate to prevent mould growth during storage of osmosis membranes used in maple syrup production. See also par. 7.2 of CAN/CGSB-32.310.
	Substance and annotation are deleted. See rationale under section 7 in this document.

	Surfactants
	See Detergents; Soaps.
	Reference to Detergents was removed as it now belongs to table 7.4. 

	Vinegar
	Allowed as a cleaning agent for equipment used in production and processing. See acetic acid.
	Reference to cleaning moved to table 7.3 with modified annotation.

New WL item: refer to acetic acid for use as a PH modifier.


	Wetting agents
	Natural wetting agents, including soaps, saponins and microbial wetting agents, are allowed. See also Detergents; Soaps.
	Reference to Detergents was removed as it belongs to table 7.4 only now. See WL # 58 in Matrix for all changes related to Wetting agents and Soaps.


4.4
Weed Management

(No changes to table 4.4)

5.
PERMITTED SUBSTANCES LISTs FOR LIVESTOCK PRODUCTION

5.1
Classification — Livestock production substances are classified according to the following uses and applications:

a.
Feed, Feed Additives and Feed Supplements

b.
Health Care Products and Production Aids Health Care Products include medications, remedies, parasiticides and other substances used to maintain or restore the well-being of an animal. Many of these substances are considered farm animal drugs under the Food and Drugs Act. As such, they shall be used with the degree of care that animal drugs require. All substances to be used for livestock shall be approved by the Veterinary Drugs Directorate at Health Canada or by the Veterinary Biologics Section or the Feed Section at the Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA). Production aids include all other substances used on animals and their living areas, such as bedding and dips.

(Note: This paragraph is also being discussed in an other document; re: Veterinary Drugs Directorate)

c.
Production Aids include all other substances used on animals and their living areas, such as bedding, cleaners, disinfectants and dips.

5.2
Feed, Feed Additives and Feed Supplements

5.3
Health Care Products and Production Aids

Rationale: With the deletion of table 5.4 (see rationale in the following table), “Production Aids” is merged with “Health Care Products” in order to be able to list any substances that would qualify as “Production Aids” without being a “Health Care Products”. This triggered the changes to 5.1b and 5.3 and the deletion of 5.1c. 
(No changes to table 5.3)

5.4
Production Aids

	Common Name(s)
	Origin and Usage 
	Rationale

	
	
	General rationale: The PSL WG recommends that all cleaners, disinfectants and sanitizers listed in table 5.4 be moved to new tables 7.3 or 7.4. By doing so, there are no substances left in table 5.4, and it is deleted completely.

	Chlorine
	Calcium hypochlorite, chlorine dioxide or sodium hypochlorite used for disinfecting and sanitizing facilities and equipment. Residual chlorine levels in water shall not exceed the maximum residual disinfectant limit under federal and provincial regulations. See also Bleach in par. 4.3.
	Already in former table 6.7. Now listed in table 7.4.

	Hydrogen peroxide
	Food-grade quality only; for external use as a disinfectant.
	Already in former table 6.7. Now listed in table 7.3. 

Deletion resolves WL # 32 which says: “hydrogen peroxide is already authorized in table 5.3. The wording should be changed if hydrogen peroxide is to be used as a farm equipment-cleaning agent.”.

	Iodine
	As a cleaning agent, shall be allowed by a hot water rinse. Non-elemental only, not to exceed 5% solution by volume (e.g. iodophors).
	Listing moved to table 7.4.

	Phosphoric acid
	As an equipment cleaner for the dairy industry only, provided no direct contact with organically managed livestock or land occurs.
	Already in former table 6.7. Now listed in table 7.4 with the annotation in former table 6.7.  


PERMITTED SUBSTANCES LISTs FOR PROCESSING AND SANITATION
6.1
Classification — Processing and sanitation substances are classified according to the following uses and applications:

a.
Organic Ingredients are agricultural commodities that shall be organically produced to be included in a product labelled organic, to be identified as organic in the ingredient panel, or both. The vast majority of agricultural commodities used in organic products fall into this category.

Rationale: Following a previous decision at the November 2007 to delete table 6.3.

a. b.
Non-organic Ingredients (NOI) are in most cases considered non-agricultural, although some of the fundamental ingredients may have originated from agricultural-based commodities. Non-organic ingredients may be used only when an acceptable alternative, non-synthetic ingredient is commercially unavailable.

i.
Food Additives — See the definition of food additive in section 3 of CAN/CGSB-32.310 – Organic Production Systems – General Principles and Management Standards.

ii.
Other Non-organic Ingredients — These non-organic ingredients are not considered food additives.

b. c.
“With Organic Ingredients” — Substances prohibited in products that contains 95% or more organic ingredients labelled “organic” but allowed in food products labelled “contains x% organic ingredients.” 

Rationale: see WL #40

6.2 Other Categories of Substances — Other categories of substances are classified according to the following uses and applications:

a.
Processing Aids are substances or ingredients that are added to a product for a technological effect during processing. They are not present in the finished product or are present at insignificant or non-functional levels.

b.
Cleaners, Disinfectants and Sanitizers are used to remove dirt, filth and foreign matter from products and product-handling operations. These substances are also used to control micro-organisms that may contaminate products.

Rationale: see table 6.7 below.

b. c.
Pest Control Substances are used to disinfect or prevent infestation of stored commodities, prevent postharvest decay, and control losses from insects, diseases, rodents and other organisms.

6.3
Organic Ingredients

(Table 6.3 is deleted)

Rationale: see above 6.1a.

6.3 6.4
Non-organic Ingredients Classified as Food Additives
6.4.1
Food Additives
(No changes to table “6.4.1”)

6.4 6.4.2
Other Non-organic Ingredients Not Classified as Food Additives
(Those not classified as food additives)

…

Rationale: The deletion or table 6.3 triggers the renumbering of the following tables. To simplify the changes, sub-numbering under 6.4 was eliminated. 6.4.1 becomes 6.3. and 6.4.2 becomes 6.4. Titles were adjusted accordingly. By doing it this way, no numbering change is required for tables 6.5 and 6.6.

6.5
With Organic Ingredients

(Substances only permitted when the product contains less than 95% organic ingredients)

(See WL #40)
6.6
Processing Aids

(No changes to table 6.6)
6.7
Cleaners, Disinfectants and Sanitizers

Rationale: Wording for 6.2b and table 6.7 are moved under a new section 7.

6.76.8 
Pest Control Substances

PERMITTED SUBSTANCES LISTs FOR Cleaners, Disinfectants and sanitizers

7.1
Classification — Cleaners, disinfectants and sanitizers are used to remove dirt, filth and foreign matter from products and product-handling operations. These substances are also used to control micro-organisms that may contaminate products. They are classified as follows:

a.
Food-grade cleaners, disinfectants and sanitizers that are allowed without a mandatory intervening event.

b.
Cleaners, disinfectants and sanitizers allowed on food contact surfaces, equipment and in facilities provided that substances are removed from food contact surfaces prior to organic production.
7.2
This section of this Standard (section 7) does not apply to Maple Syrup Production. The operator shall meet the specific requirements at different stages of production as described in Section 7.2 of CAN/CGSB 32.310 Organic Production Systems – General Principles and Management Standards .

Rationale: Requirements for cleaning equipment used in Maple Syrup Production are  restrictive and including this production in this section would require many detailed annotations.

7.3
Food-grade cleaners, disinfectants and sanitizers that are allowed without a mandatory intervening removal event.

	Common Name(s)
	Origin and Usage
	Rationale

	
	
	General rationale: all wording related to “as a cleaning agent”, “as an equipment cleaner”, “cleaning of”, “disinfecting of” was deleted and replaced with “on equipment” or other similar or appropriate wording.

	Acetic acid, synthetic
	May be used postproduction as a cleaning agent to remove mineral residues in evaporators used in maple syrup production.
	Current name and annotation is deleted and replaced with the proposal below

	Acetic acid
	Non-synthetic and synthetic sources may be used on equipment. Non-synthetic sources only may be used on food and plants.


	Acetic acid, non-synthetic comes from table 4.3. The annotation was:  “as a drip irrigation cleaner and an equipment cleaner”. Only keep the more general term “equipment”.

The proposed changes also resolve WL # 8 (see Matrix).

	Alcohol, ethyl (ethanol)
	Non-synthetic and synthetic sources may be used on equipment . 
	Alcohol, ethyl (ethanol) comes from table 4.3. The annotation was modified. Reference to Maple syrup production and food-grade was not repeated.

The proposed changes also resolve  WL # 50 (see Matrix).

	Alcohol, isopropyl
	Non-synthetic and synthetic sources may be used on equipment.
	Alcohol, isopropyl comes from table 4.3. The annotation was modified. Non-synthetic exists and was added to the annotation.

	Ascorbic acid
	Non-synthetic sources may be used on equipment.
	Substance comes from table 4.3. 

Non-synthetic is related to the origin and was moved in the annotation and deleted in the name of the substance.

In the annotation, “Used for cleaning irrigation systems” was replaced with “on equipment”. 

The synthetic form was not evaluated as it is not priority work.

	Citric Acid Synthetic

Citric acid
	May be used to remove mineral residues on osmosis membranes used in maple syrup production.

Non-synthetic and synthetic sources may be used. 
	Listing and annotation in strikethrough format was balloted after the August meeting (WL # 25).   

Substance and annotation come from table 4.3. Annotation was modified to allow its use on any equipment and/or on food. 

	Hydrogen peroxide
	Shall be a hydrogen-peroxide-based solution for food use (hydrogen water). Hydrogen peroxide is not allowed for the cleaning of equipment used in maple syrup production.
	The underlined part of the annotation was balloted after the August meeting (WL #26). This substance must be balloted again to remove the underlined part of the annotation following the decision to exclude Maple syrup production from new section 7 of 32.311.

	Peracetic acid
	For use in disinfecting equipment, seed and asexually propagated planting material. Once it is registered for that use in Canada. On equipment.
	Annotation is modified for harmonization.



	Potassium bicarbonate


	On equipment.
	Substance and annotation come from table 4.3. Did not add “Baking soda” in brackets. Baking soda may contain other substances not listed on the PSL. Annotation is modified for harmonization.

	Sodium bicarbonate

(baking soda)
	Permitted for use as a cleaning agent for equipment used in the production and processing of food. On equipment.
	Annotation is modified to harmonize. “Baking soda” is deleted; it may contain other substances not listed on the PSL.

	Vinegar
	Cider and maple vinegars are permitted as a cleaning agent for equipment used in production and processing. Vinegar used as an ingredient shall be from an organic source. Acetic acid used for sanitations can be from a non-organic source but shall be food-grade quality.

Organic or non-organic sources. 
	Annotation in former 6.7 much more restrictive than in table 4.3. Eliminated irrelevant info. See WL # 44. Food-grade is already specified in the title of the table and was deleted.




FWL: Use of Sodium hydroxide on food (e.g. for egg washes).

7.4
Cleaners, disinfectants and sanitizers allowed on food contact surfaces, equipment and in facilities provided that substances are removed from food contact surfaces prior to organic production.

or
7.4
Cleaners, disinfectants and sanitizers that shall be removed from surfaces in contact with organic food.

	Common Name(s)
	Origin and Usage
	Rationale

	Alkali carbonates and bicarbonates
	For disinfecting greenhouse facilities. 
	The category is too broad and the annotation is too restrictive and inconsistent with the annotations for Potassium and Sodium bicarbonates.  Delete substance and only list “Potassium bicarbonate” and “Sodium bicarbonate” in table 7.3.

	Bleach
	a) Calcium hypochlorite, b) chlorine dioxide, c) sodium hypochlorite, d) ozone, and e) hydrogen peroxide. Not to exceed 10% in solution by volume. Free chlorine levels for wash water in direct contact with crops or food, and in flush water from cleaning irrigation systems that is applied to crops or fields shall not exceed the maximum limits under the applicable regulations for safe drinking water. 

Residual chlorine levels in the water of the following substances shall not exceed the maximum residual disinfectant limit under federal and provincial regulations: a) calcium hypochlorite, b) chlorine dioxide, c) sodium hypochlorite, d) ozone, and e) hydrogen peroxide. Not to exceed 10% in solution by volume.
	Proposed annotation is a compromise between what was in table 4.3 and former 6.7.

FWL: Use of chlorine with concentration of free chlorine levels above the limits under the applicable regulations for safe drinking water on food (table 7.3)



	Caustic potash (potassium hydroxide)
	For disinfecting growing facilities (e.g. greenhouse) and structures. 
	What is underlined comes come from table 4.3, the rest of the annotation comes from table 6.7.

FWL: deleting annotation. Too restrictive?

	Chlorine
	See Bleach.
	

	Detergents
	Biodegradable only (whose biodegraded components are not more harmful than the original components). May used on equipment. 
	Annotation from former table 6.7 was modified. 

See WL # 58 in Matrix for all changes related to Wetting agents and Soaps. 

	Iodine
	On equipment. Non-elemental only and not to exceed 5% solution by volume (e.g. iodophors). 
	Substance come from table 4.3 and 5.4. Annotation is modified to specify that it is only for use on equipment. 

	Lime
	
	

	Lye
	For disinfecting greenhouses only. Prohibited for use in crop production, such as for adjusting the pH. 
	Lye was listed both in table 4.3 and former 6.7 with the same annotation.

FWL: Annotation for Lye and Sodium hydroxide too restrictive? 

	Phosphoric acid
	As a dairy equipment cleaner, only in accordance with the manufacturer’s written instructions, provided no direct contact with organically managed livestock or land occurs.

On equipment in the dairy industry only.
	See WL # 33 in Matrix.  



	Potassium permanganate
	Not to exceed 1% solution by volume.
	

	Soaps
	See Detergents. Soaps consisting of fatty acids derived from animal or vegetable oils are allowed.
	See WL # 58 in Matrix for all changes related to Wetting agents and Soaps.

	Soap-based algaecide/demossers
	On equipment including irrigation systems. 

On equipment
	Annotation proposed at the November meeting (WL # 29) is modified to harmonize with the other listings in this table.

FWL: Redundant with soaps.

	Sodium hydroxide 
	See Lye.
	Substance comes from table 4.3 (was listed with “lye”). 

FWL: Annotation too restrictive?

	Sodium borate
	
	

	Surfactants
	See Detergents; Soaps. 
	Substance and annotation come from table 4.3.

	Wetting agents
	Natural wetting agents, including saponins and microbial wetting agents, are allowed. See also Detergents; Soaps.
	Substance and annotation come from table 4.3. See WL # 58 in Matrix for all changes related to Wetting agents and Soaps. 


Proposed modication to CAN/CGSB-32.310 following the decision to exclude Maple Syrup Production from new section 7 of CAN/CGSB-32.311

7.2.13.2 Osmosis Unit Membrane — Operators may use NaOH (sodium hydroxide) or follow the manufacturer's recommendations for products used to maintain reverse osmosis unit membranes. Off-season treatment of membranes with citric acid is permitted. They These substances shall be rinsed using a filtrate having a volume equivalent to 40 times an apparatus' residual void volume, meaning the volume contained in the apparatus and its components once the apparatus has been drained. Daily effectiveness records and calculations shall be recorded in daily record books. The membrane flushing water shall be discarded in a manner that causes no harm to the environment. 
� 	Feed must meet minimum nutritional standards described in table 4 of the Feeds Regulations. Ingredients used in feed must be approved in Schedule IV or V of the Feeds Regulations. Some ingredients and products require registration (e.g. enzymes and milk replacers).
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