Attachment 4

Responses to Open-Ended section of Question regarding topics for Producer Meeting
“If you were to attend this meeting would you like to learn more about:...anything else?”

General Suggestions
· Look into the group starting up called Natural Produce Growers of Canada

· Bring in a speaker from another region that is already working with a local certification model i.e. the person working with green-space outside of Toronto to produce food for the city

· Bring in more than one speaker to make their (producer’s) time more worth while

· Make sure the meeting is directed at a specific type of producer and invite them. Don't try to choose something that covers all areas because it will end up being too general and no help at all.

Certification 
· National standards and how they will be interpreted by different certifying bodies

· Certification standards

· Organic standard education for producers

· National Standards and what OFCM is thinking in terms of local certification

Weed  Management
· How  to transition your land and deal with weeds, and large scale anaerobic digesters for composting i.e. being able to use manure from pig barns

· How to use modern technology to increase organic production also weed management

Other
· How to be a small scale vegetable producer in Manitoba, land prep, growing and harvesting veggies in our climate with information sheets

· Information for start-up for young farmers

· Crop insurance for organic farmers

· How to educate the public on what to buy and how to get it and for farmers how to directly market to people in the city

· A  look at what has been the past experience in t his field, what  has worked what hasn't i.e. Co-ops, marketing etc.

· Greenhouses

· Organic livestock raising

· New uses of flax ask Kelly Fitzpatrick from Nutri Tech Consulting 487-2318 (she is a good speaker)

· Processing and or how to raise organic poultry in Manitoba

· Food safety in organic meat production

· Information on what to do to prepare for sales i.e. sending in seed samples: when, to whom, how etc.

· Small scale on farm processing

Answers  from December survey once question was changed to ask “Which of these topics would you like to see more educational material developed on?”

· It is not worth it to create educational materials. There is already enough info out there. This would be a waste of money. 

· Books are not always as useful as hands-on training

· None of these - just work on creation of local processing facilities with available funds

· Growing in Northern climates, nutrition, storing and preserving food, backyard gardening

· Production practices with more expansion on pest management resources
· Simpler translation of the certification guidelines and other documents.  Explanations of why practices/substances/methods are or are not certifiable in simple, easy to understand language. 
Land trust workshops and land trust mediation support 
