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Canadian Organic Standards Advance

The Canadian General Standards Board (CGSB) Organic Committee (OC) met in Ottawa August 14-17, 2007. It was the first meeting of the reconstituted committee since the publication of the regulation in December 2006. Facilitated by Jean Duval, an agronomist from Quebec, the CGSB OC made a number of recommendations for consultation with stakeholders that need to be taken care of prior to the full implementation of the Canadian regulations in December 2008. 

Brief Summary of the Canadian Organic Regulations
In contrast to the US and EU systems, the Canadian organic sector chose to keep the government regulations separate from the standards, which are private and under the auspices of the CGSB. Agri-food Canada, in collaboration with the Canadian Justice Department, published a regulation in December 2006 that recognized the Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA) as the competent authority. The regulation requires certification by certifiers accredited by a body recognized by CFIA, presumably the Standards Council of Canada (SCC). The regulation requires that organic food be produced and handled according to the CGSB standards for organic production systems General Principles and Management Standards (CGSB/CAN 32.310) and the Permitted Substances List, abbreviated as PSL (CGSB/CAN 32.311). These are meant to stand alone as production practices regardless of whether the operations are certified. The regulations also govern the importation and labeling of organic products. 

Permitted Substances List
Prior to the meeting ,the CGSB received 66 comments on the PSL. The comments were referred to the Permitted Substances List Working Group (PSLWG). Many of the comments required that the criteria be addressed. A number of comments were also made with respect to There are some differences of opinion among members about what needs to be changed and how. The different reference standards used to create the PSL include Codex Alimentarius, the European Union Organic Regulation, the International Federation of Organic Agriculture Movements Basic Standards, the Japanese Agricultural Standard, and the USDA’s National Organic Program. Also taken into consideration were the existing organic standards used in Canada by the Conseil des Appellations Agroalimentaires du Québec (CAAQ), the Certified Organic Association of British Columbia (COABC), and OCPP-Pro-Cert. The work on materials focused on procedure and questions regarding new items as well as a brand names list were set aside. The Canadian Organic Growers has contracted OMRI to provide technical assistance. Dag Falck of Nature’s Path was named Chair of the PSLWG, and will be responsible for coordinating the work on permitted substances.
Processing
The processing issue that received the most discussion was the use of sulfites in wine. The CGSB considered five options:

1) IFOAM and Codex unconditionally permit sulfites in organic wine.

2) British Columbia allows sulfites in organic wine, with a limit of 100ppm total sulfites, consistent with the French association of organic winemakers, FNIVAB.

3) Quebec adopted the standard proposed by Agence Bio, a French organic trade association that is not limited to winemakers, which restricts wine treated with sulfites to a ‘made with’ claim and does not limit residual sulfites.

4) The NOP restricts wine with added to be labeled as ‘made with organically grown grapes’ and limits total sulfites to 100 ppm. The CGSB/CAN 32.310 follows the NOP.

5) The EU is silent, with various standards set by the member-states and the private sector.
The CGSB OC supported option (2).  Participants also discussed rocessing criteria revisions, the place of food additives in organic food, and fortification with vitamins and minerals.
Livestock
One of the main points of contention with livestock is the use of copper-chromium arsenate (CCA) treated fence posts. There was consensus to remove 5.2.3(a), granting discretion to certifiers to make exceptions to the prohibition. A revision of 5.2.3(b) permitting exceptions on rangeland and semi-arid regions will be sent out to the membership as a ballot. 
Pasture for organic dairy animals is a contentious issue in Canada as it is world-wide. The Livestock Working Group is leaning towards a 120 day rule but no minimum dry-matter requirement for pasture. There is a pronounced difference between dairy producers in Ontario, which accounts for most of the organic milk production; Quebec, where herd sizes are smaller and production is directed more at the cheese and dairy products than at fluid milk; and British Columbia, which has weather that is suitable for year-round grazing. British Columbia and Ontario dairy producers want to eliminate routine tethering and longer periods required outside of confinement. On the other hand, Quebec dairy producers see routine tethering and longer confinement periods as necessary given the lack of grazing land and rigorous climate.
CGSB/CAN 32.310 is closer to the EU than the NOP for dairy production and closer to the NOP for meat production when it comes to animal medications. There is a 14 day withdrawal for the use of antibiotics and other medications for dairy animals, while most medications are prohibited for the life of the animal in slaughter stock. However, there are some medications that appear on the PSL and it is not clear how they are used. In particular, hormones are generally prohibited in meat product, but oxytocin is permitted, as is cortisone under the category of ‘anti-inflammatories.’ 

Honey standards were also addressed by a separate task force. The use of non-organic sugar as a supplement when the bees are not able to get sufficient forage was the most controversial issue. 
Crops
Commercial availability of organic seed and the use of treated seed were seen by commenters as significant issues. The Canadians have also established separate maple syrup production and handling standards The CGSB OC recommended prohibiting hydrogen peroxide in maple syrup handling, even as an equipment cleaner, because it can be used to artificially lighten the color. 
Next Steps
All participants were committed to seeing that the regulation is revised on schedule. There will be a ballot sent out that will return in October. The next meeting will be held in Ottawa November 19-21, and the following meeting is tentatively scheduled February 13-15, 2008.
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