Organic Federation of Canada / Fédération biologique du Canada (OFC/FBC)
Teleconference Meeting Minutes • Nov 7th, 2007 

Welcome:

1. Claire Desmarais (YK), 2. Stephanie Wells (National Trade/ president), 3. Arnold Taylor (SK/chair), 4. France Graville (QC) 5. Jennifer Grant (ON), 6. Claude Bertheleme, (NB ex Officio), 7. Mark Boulanger, (MB), 8. Tony Grant, (N B), 9. Nicole Boudreau, (Ottawa, OFC Staff) 10. Paddy Doherty (BC), 11. Hugh Martin ( ex officio ON). 12. Beth McMahon (ACORN, Maritimes alternative), 13. Chantel Strumborg, (SK Ex Officio), 14. Janine Gibson (MB, recorder), 15. Ron Hamilton, (AB) 16. Mark Wilson (NFLD, LAB) briefly checks in

Agenda:

1.       Quorum verification and adoption of the agenda

2.       Adoption of the minutes of October 23 meeting; TABLED

3.       OFC membership: Review of member applications
4.       Brand Name Product Directory: update TABLED
5.       COG proposal: will OFC establish a mechanism for ongoing “Official interpretation of the standards and development and management of an interpretation guide?” Tabled
6.       OFC Website: content and features: Tabled
7.       Coming AGM: agenda and hotel booking: Planned
8.       Varia: Tabled
1.  Quorum verified and adoption of the agenda, tabling of some items;
2.  Minutes from October 23rd: approval suspended until amendments added and circulated. Action: Janine
3. OFC membership: REVIEW of organizational membership applications
Paddy points out the Bylaws were drafted to address the reality that various provinces have different levels of organization. Members that are present at the AGM will appoint directors from all members, additional directors may be appointed by the directors.  Paddy recommends directors should review all applications and make a decision with the affected   director excluding themselves from the decision.  The directors agreed that the director could remain for the discussion regarding their organization’s application for membership—to answer questions only.  Agreed.
· Review of BC - COABC Application for Membership. Approved by consensus

· Review of AB application – joint application from Going Organic and the Alberta Organic Producers Association (OCIA Chapter) Ex Offico Kerri Sharpe with Rep Ron Hamilton, We ask them to reapply with more clarity about which organization is asking for membership. 

· Review of application from the Saskatchewan Organic Directorate- Challenging province to organize. Approved by Consensus
· Review of application from the Organic Food Council of Manitoba – Approved with one dissenting opinion, with discussion on current provincial organizational dynamics. OFCM expresses desire to be inclusive of entire sector and accepts recommendation to establish a Certifier seat on the OFCM board and continue to invite representation.
· Review of  application from the Ontario Organic Council- Approved by consensus

· Jennifer regretfully excuses herself 

· Review of application from the Table Filière -. Approved by consensus. Julie Belzile is the director representative. 

· Review of New Brunswick application- through ACORN New Brunswick Tony Grant from Speerville rep, ex officio Claude B.  Approved by consensus 

· Review of application the Nova Scotia Organic Growers Association- Please reapply once your organization is set up.

· Review of  Application from the Growers of Organic Food Yukon- Approved by Consensus
· Review of the  Application from the Organic Trade Association– Approved by Consensus

· Tony excuses himself

4. Directors Meeting will take place immediately after the AGM. Appointment of members and extra directors may take place at the next directors meeting Nov 22nd, 2007 Ottawa. 
All other items tabled due to time constraints.

Adjourned.
Respectfully Submitted,

Janine Gibson

Secretary

